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In her poetry, fiction and biographies,  
Jen Bryant has explored the lives of artists 
and writers such as Georgia O’Keeffe, Horace 
Pippin, Andrew and Jamie Wyeth, William 
Carlos Williams, Olivier Messiaen and 
Marianne Moore. After seeing a performance 
of August Wilson’s Seven Guitars at her local 
theater, Jen read about the playwright’s self-
education at the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 
and knew she had found her next topic.  
Feed Your Mind is a lyrical journey through 
Wilson’s early life, his passion for language,  
his love of community, his defiance of racism, 
and his growth as an artist. 

Jen’s books have received the Robert F. Sibert 
Medal (The Right Word, Eerdmans, illus. 
M. Sweet), the Schneider Family Book Award 
(A Splash of Red, Knopf, illus. M. Sweet;  
Six Dots, Knopf, illus. B. Kulikov), the Orbis 
Pictus Award (A Splash of Red) and two 
Caldecott Honors (A River of Words; The Right 
Word, Eerdmans, M. Sweet). She lives with her 
family in Pennsylvania. jenbryant.com

Cannaday Chapman was born in Huntington, 
West Virginia and raised in Upstate New 
York. As a child, he wanted to be an animator 
and would pause his morning cartoons so he 
could practice drawing them. He attended 
the School of Visual Arts in New York City 
on scholarship where he received his BFA in 
illustration. Cannaday has since been working 
professionally as an illustrator and showing his 
work in galleries around the United States and 
Italy. His art has been published in The New 
Yorker, The New York Times, Oprah Magazine  
and featured on Google. Cannaday lives and 
works in Cleveland, Ohio. Feed Your Mind is  
his first book. cannadaychapman.com
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